
Meeting of the Norwich Energy Committee 

Tuesday, 2/25/25, 7 pm, via Zoom  

 

Attending: Rob Gere, Linda Gray, Tom Griggs, Charlie Lindner, Erich Rentz (chair), Brad Wible 

Guest: Jonathan Dowds, deputy director, Renewable Energy Vermont 

 

1. The 1/28 minutes and the 2/25 agenda were approved by consensus. 

 

2. RES Reform in Vermont: Jonathan Dowds, Renewable Energy Vermont, presented and answered 

questions about the 2024 reform of VT’s renewable energy standard for electric utilities, and the 

changes proposed by Gov. Scott. The 2024 reform pushes utilities covering most of VT to be 100% 

renewable by 2030, with 20% from in-state distributed energy (i.e., projects <5 MW). Gov. Scott’s 

proposal includes cost containment mechanisms that could totally stifle in-state solar. It does not kill 

the net-meter program, as had been feared, primarily because there was so much pushback from the 

public, in comments to a related draft report in January. REV is working on a related proposal to set a 

minimum annual build rate for net-meter installations. 

 

3. March, April, and May outreach & event topics: Charlie originally proposed solar as the topic for 

outreach in March, but uncertainty about the federal tax credits makes it hard to provide reliable 

information. The April target would be something for 4/26-27, to match up with the Earth Day home 

tours organized by the Lebanon Energy Advisory Committee; the proposed May topic is lawn 

care/equipment, at the transfer station. Consensus for Linda and Charlie to meet to sort out 

event/outreach topic and venue for April; March focus (via web site and listserv) on GMP’s home 

battery program, since the cap on enrollment was recently lifted. Tom reported on contacts for a 

possible collaboration with the Norwich Historical Society on weatherization when a home’s historic 

character is a priority; agreement for him to pursue, whenever the logistics work out (April through 

fall). Charlie will contact the Conservation Commission about collaboration on lawns and landscaping. 

 

4. Discussion on feedback on the Tracy Hall report from Studio Nexus: Studio Nexus will present their 

report at the Selectboard meeting on 2/26, 6:40 pm; members will attend; Linda to ask Harry Falconer 

to attend. Member Eva Rosenbloom and SEC Harry Falconer will be good resources for decision-

making on the ultimate project. 

 

5. Shared Energy Coordinator report: Linda gave a brief report, given the time spent with the REV 

discussion. Town action for the transfer of the charging station at Dan & Whit’s to D&W is complete; 

D&W staff still have to coordinate with ChargePoint. The state grant for a Level 2 charging station at 

the Norwich Sr. Housing is proceeding. Still in process: a report on changes to the Town’s solar net-

meter credits due to the end of the 10-year solar adder. 

 

6. Other Business: NEC received an email from Chrissy Morley, environmental educator at Marion 

Cross School, inviting the committee to discuss collaboration with the school. Brad volunteered to 

follow up. Feedback on the McKibben video was that it is best suited for a library event, rather than an 

intro to an NEC event. Linda will follow up with library staff. 

 

7. Public comments, correspondence and announcements: Charlie reported that he has received no 

response from Norwich Farm Creamery with information that could be added to the NEC web site.  

 

8. Adjourned at 8:38. The fourth Tuesday in March is 3/25. 

Submitted by Linda Gray  



100% RES Reform in Vermont & What’s Next

Jonathan Dowds, Deputy Director

Renewable Energy Vermont

February 25, 2025 



What Does Act 179 Do?

Is the single most significant 

legislation ever enacted to reduce 

Vermont’s carbon footprint

Produces GHG reductions 

equivalent to removing 250,000 

cars from the roads by 2035

Reduces Vermont’s reliance on the 

64 baseload natural gas plants 

located in low income and minority 

communities in NH, CT and MA



Projected Land Use Impacts of Act 179

 By 2030 Vermont will require approximately 300–375 MW of new distributed solar 

 300MW of ground-mounted solar will require approximately 1,800 acres statewide

 In 2022 solar projects:

   * 250kW and larger impacted fewer than 100 acres of primary ag soils

   * permitted impacted fewer than 45 acres with tree

 From 2001-2016, 21,000 acres of agricultural land were developed for urban or low-

density residential land uses and 

 Vermont’s forest cover is declining by as much as 1,500 acres per year, this is 

overwhelmingly attributable to “suburban and rural residential sprawl” according to 

research by Harvard University.

https://www.uvm.edu/news/story/report-vermont-losing-1500-acres-forest-every-year


Act 179 Eliminated Off Site Net Metering But NOT Community Solar

The Public Utility Commission had ALREADY radically limited off-site net metering 

S.57 Creates a new pathway for community solar in the Standard Offer Program

 100 MW of solar procured through a competitive reverse auction process

 20 MW/yr for 5 years

 2 MW/yr reserved for community-owned projects

Net Metering Vintage Applications Annual Application Rate

7/1/2019 2/1/2021 NM2.2 56 35.4

2/2/2021 8/31/2021 NM2.3 20 34.3

9/1/2021 8/31/2022 NM 2.4 16 16.0

9/1/2022 8/31/2024 NM 2.5 21 10.5

8/1/2024 2/25/2025 NM 2.6 3 5.1



Net Metering in Vermont is Under Threat

In 2025, net metering is a BUILT ENVIRONMENT renewable energy program, supporting solar on 

rooftops and in backyards. It is still a target of the Scott Administration.  



PUC Decisions Mean Net Metering is Decreasing

The PUC has cut the amount Vermonters 

receive for net metering 7x since 2017

As a result, fewer Vermonters net meter 

each year

The owner of a 7kW system installed in 2025 under NM 2.6 will receive 

$19,000 less for their solar generation than they would have under NM 2.0. 



Net Metering Cost Shift = Lost Sales + Above Cost Bill Credits

Net metering critics argue that it creates a cost shift by increasing electric rates through lost utility 

sales and because the net metering credits customers are worth more than the solar power they export 

to the utility. 

The lost sales argument runs counter to fighting climate change! 

 Energy conservation efforts and other societally beneficial investments that combat climate change 

and reduce household energy burden also reduce utility sales. 

As electrification increases demand, the rate impact of behind-the-meter generation decreases 

 With load growth from electrification, fixed costs will be spread across a larger sales base. 

 As electrification accelerates, the impact of lost sales will be best understood as causing costs to 

decline more slowly rather than causing costs to increase.

PSD’s calculations of the extra cost of net metering don’t account for many benefits of BTM generation

In 2022 the NH DoE completed a “Value of Distributed Energy” study 

that estimated the avoided cost and value of residential solar. 

While these numbers are not directly translatable to Vermont 

the study includes many benefits that the PSD has not quantified. 

NH values the electricity from NM at 17 cents/kWh in 2025 while 

VT PSD values this electricity at 7 cents thus creating the “cost shift”



Magnitude of the Cost Shift

 Because newer net-metering systems pay utilities a fee (adjustor) for all the electricity 

they generate, and the PUC has been increasing this fee for new systems over time, the 

cost shift caused by new net-metering is modest.

 REV estimates that if the net metering installations in 2025 look similar to installations in 

2023, the monthly impact on a typical electric bill would be less than 35  for most 

Vermonters.

 The PSD’s $55 million cost shift estimate is a small fraction of the $1 billion utilities 

spend annually. Costs are disproportionately from older systems, built when solar costs 

were higher, and during a time when these systems provided millions of dollars in cost-

saving peak-shaving benefits.
Utility

Bill Impact 

($/Mo)

BED $0.02

Enosburg Falls $0.10

GMP $0.23

Hardwick $0.18

Hyde Park $0.07

Lyndon $0.06

Morrisville $0.15

Stowe $0.22

VEC $0.33

WEC $0.84

The Residential Bill Impact of 
New Net Metering is Minimal

 Rates beginning 9/1/24



Proposals to Cut Net Metering
Jan 15, 2025: PSD’s Act 179 Report 

 “The PUC should open a proceeding to review and modernize the structure of and compensation 

value in the net metering program… Such a review would at a minimum seek to ensure compensation 

provided to future net metering projects appropriately reflects the value they provide to ratepayers.

 “In previous reports and proceedings before the Commission, the Department has made specific 

recommendations about changes to net metering compensation. These proposals have included 

advocating that excess generation from net metered systems be compensated at a utility’s avoided 

cost, as some public comments referenced.”

January 28, 2025: Governor’s Budget Proposal

 In his budget address to the Vermont General Assembly, Governor Scott stated, "We also 

propose changes to last year's Renewable Energy Standard, taking a common sense approach to 

reduce the cost to taxpayers.”

H.289 – Governor’s Climate Repeal Bill

 Largely follows Act 179 Report Recommendations

 NO Changes to Net Metering! 

PUC Processes Loom

 2026 Biennial Update

 Separate proceeding to change the basic structure of net metering
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