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Turnpike Rd

To Dan & Whits General Store
from trail parking lot: 5.8 miles.
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NORWICH FIRE DISTRICT
Charles Downer
State Forest

Norwich Town Forest
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 Dan & Whits
General Store 2.5 miles

The Norwich Fire District Lands comprise 917 acres of working 
forest. The land is designated as a  backup watershed to supply 
fire suppression and fresh drinking water to the Town of Norwich. 
The Fire District  land is open to the public and is actively 
managed to mantain the watershed's health. 

Bill Ballard Trail

To Sharon, Strafford and Thetford
Via Class 4 Roads and Trails.

Gile Mountain Trail, Norwich    
Distance: .68 mi. Elevation Gain: 413 ft. 
Description:  The blue-blazed mult-use trail climbs gently from the parking 
lot and makes a soft left onto an old flat woods road.  At 0.16 mile, the trail 
turns right, leaving the woods road and ascending slightly.  At 0.27 mile, the 
ski/bike trail leaves the hiking trail and veers left.  The hiking trail continues 
straight ahead under the power-line carrying electricity from the Wilder Dam,  
crosses the cleared right-of -way and passes an intersection with the ski/bike 
trail just before entering the woods again, where it veers right to start the 
climb to the tower.  After two switchbacks, the trail turns right at 0.6 mile to 
ascend the summit ridge to the fire tower.  
This trail gets extensive use and requires extensive maintenance. Please 
observe mud season closings. 
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This trail is the result of joint planning efforts by the Norwich 
Conservation Commission and the Student Conservation Association, 
Charlestown, NH. Financial support came from the Vermont Recreational 
Trails Grant Program, the Norwich Land Management Council, the 
Norwich Women’s Club and countless individual donors. 
 
This is a multi-use trail open to hiking, running and mountain biking or 
XC skiing and snowshoeing and closed to horses and motorized vehicles. 
The trail is groomed for skiing as volunteer schedules allow. Hunting is 
allowed during Vermont hunting seasons. Please be aware of and 
considerate of other users. Pets are welcome when under your control. 
Please dispose of animal wasted responsibly. 
 


