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The community photograph on the cover was taken on June 5, 2009, to celebrate the reopening
of the Norwich Historical Society after many improvements and renovations to its Lewis House

property. -- Photo by Chad Finer

Lynn McGrew

Norwich lost a dedicated and insightful servant on March 31, 2009, Lynn McGrew
D.V.M. aged 74. Newly elected to the Selectboard weeks before his death, Lynn had con-
tributed years of civic service to the Town, serving on the Planning Commission and chair-
ing the Sewer Commission. Many of us remember Dr. McGrew as our large and small ani-
mal veterinarian, operating his practice first on Elm Street then down on Route 5 where
King Arthur Flour is now.

The hallmark of his contribution, both in his veterinary practice and his public service,
was his remarkable independent thought and intelligence and his extraordinary powers of
observation. More often than not he stood alone, unwavering, and delivered his conclusions
in the quietest of tones. This willingness to persevere and his significant talent for the long
view set him apart.

Lynn and his wife Susan lived in Hanover and Strafford as well as Norwich before settling
on upper Main Street in Norwich where Susan still resides. His perspectives on conserva-
tion, growth and Town planning were certainly affected by all he saw in Hanover and
Strafford, one town being much larger and the other much smaller than Norwich.

That long view, that deep consideration, that penetrating gaze, this powerful yet modest
man who stood tall amongst us and gave his all at midnight in the cow stable and at count-
less public meetings is deeply missed. Thank you, Dr. McGrew.

Suzanne Lupien

This report is dedicated to the memory of Lynn McGrew.
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Warning of Annual Town & School District Meeting
March 2, 2010

The legal voters of the Town of Norwich, Vermont and the Norwich Town School District
are hereby notified and warned to meet in Tracy Memorial Hall, Norwich, Vermont at 7:00
pm on Monday, March 1, 2010, to transact business not requiring a vote by Australian bal-
lot. Voting for Town Officers and for all articles on the Warning will be by Australian bal-
lot. The polls will be open Tuesday, March 2, 2010 from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm.

This meeting is called to determine if the Town will:

Article 1. Elect a Moderator of the Town and School District meeting for one year.

Article 2. Elect Town and School District Officers for terms starting in 2010.

Article 3. Hear and act on the reports of the Officers of the Town and Town School District.

Article 4. Approve a gross spending General Town Budget of $3,667,130 plus unanticipat-
ed state and federal grants and gifts consistent with budgeted programs for the period
July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011.

Article 5. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich establish a special purpose fund within
the general fund to remain available as long as there are monies in the fund for poor
relief and citizen assistance under the direction and control of the Town Manager to
receive grants and gifts for poor relief and citizen assistance and appropriate $1,000 to
the fund?

Article 6. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $500 to the Senior Action
Council?

Article 7. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $1,500 to the Norwich
American Legion?

Article 8. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $162,114 for the operating
expenses of the Norwich Public Library Association?

Article 9. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $2,000 to ACORN (A
Community Resource Network)?

Article 10. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $9,536 to Advance Transit
to provide public transportation services?

Article 11. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate the sum of $3,000 to be
paid to The Family Place to help support programs which benefit Norwich children?

Article 12. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $2,500 to Headrest?

Article 13. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $1,750 to SEVCA
(Southeastern Vermont Community Action)?

Article 14. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $5,300 to the White River
Council on Aging?

Article 15. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $1,000 to Windsor County
Partners?

Article 16. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $2,500 to WISE (Women’s
Information Service)?

Article 17. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $6,000 to Youth-In-Action?

Article 18. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $15,000 to the Cemetery
Commission under 18 VSA § 5361 to supplement the interest from the Perpetual Care
Trust Fund for maintenance of the Town Cemeteries?



Article 19. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $2,000 to the Upper Valley
Trails Alliance?

Article 20. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $8,000 to the Norwich
Historical Society and Community Center to assist with general operations?

Article 21. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate the sum of $13,600 to help
support the home health, maternal and child health and hospice care provided in
patients’ homes and in community settings by the Visiting Nurse Association &
Hospice of VT and NH?

Article 22. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $3,093 to the Health Care
and Rehabilitation Services of Southeast Vermont in support of community services
provided to Norwich?

Article 23. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $4,348 to The Child Care
Center of Norwich to be used for one year income sensitive scholarships to Norwich
children?

Article 24. Shall the voters of the Town of Norwich appropriate $500 to the Green
Mountain RSVP & Volunteer Center of Windsor County to develop opportunities for
people age 55 and older to positively impact the quality of life in the community
through volunteer service?

Article 25. Require that taxes be paid in U.S. funds in two installments. The first install-
ment will be due and accepted at the Town of Norwich Finance Office on or before
4:30 pm August 13, 2010 and the balance will be due at the same location on or before
4:30 pm February 11, 2011. Property tax adjustments from the State of Vermont will
be applied to tax installments equally. An official United States Post Office
postmark/cancellation (not a postage machine date) will determine the payment date
for all mailed payments. Interest on overdue taxes will be charged at 1% per month for
the first three months and 1 1/2 % per month thereafter. All delinquent taxes will be
subject to an 8% collection fee in accordance with Vermont Statutes after February 11,
2011. All taxes, interest and collection fees will be paid into the Town Treasury.

Article 26. Transact any other business that may legally come before the annual Norwich
Town Meeting.

Article 27. Authorize the Board of School Directors to borrow money by issuance of bonds
or notes not in excess of anticipated revenues for the next fiscal year in accordance with
the provisions of 16 VSA § 562(9).

Article 28. Shall the voters of the Norwich Town School District determine and fix the
salaries of the School Board members in the sum of $100 each per year in accordance
with the provisions of 16 VSA § 562(5)?

Article 29. Shall the voters of the Norwich Town School District appropriate $4,470,023,
necessary for the support of its school for the year beginning July 1, 2010, and ending
June 30, 2011?

Article 30. Transact any other business that may legally come before the annual meeting of
the Norwich Town School Board.

Norwich Selectboard Norwich School Board
Roger Blake Linda Addante

Edwin Childs Carey Callaghan
Suzanne Lupien Anne Day

Sarah Nunan Neil Odell
Sharon Racusin Geoffrey Vitt
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Voter Information

Registration: To be eligible to vote in this election, people must register to vote and applica-
tions to the checklist must be received by the Town Clerk by 4:30 pm on Wednesday,
February 24, 2010.

Absentee Ballots: All requests for absentee voter ballots must be made prior to 4:30 pm on
Monday, March 1, 2010. There are three ways you may vote by absentee ballot:

1. Voters may vote in person in the Town Clerk’s Office. 17 VSA §2537.

2. Ballots may be delivered by teams of Justices of the Peace to voters who are absent due
to illness or physical disability. The Town Clerk must receive notice no later than three
days in advance. 17 VSA §2538.

3. Ballots may be mailed to absent voters if a valid application has been filed with the
Town Clerk. 17 VSA §2539.

Curbside Voting: Election Officials are permitted "to carry a ballot to a handicapped or eld-
erly person in order to permit that person to mark his ballot while in a motor vehicle
adjacent to the polling place." 17 VSA, §2502(b).

Tracy Hall is handicapped accessible. Any person needing additional assistance should
contact the Town Clerk at least four days before Town Meeting.

Hannah Kearney’s Olympic Send-off on the new Bandstand on Jan. 28, 2010. 
Photo by John Starosta
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For MODERATOR
For one year
Vote for not more than ONE
•THAYER, WARREN

For Dresden-Norwich 
SCHOOL DIRECTOR

For three years
Vote for not more than ONE
•CALLAGHAN, CAREY

For Dresden-Norwich 
SCHOOL DIRECTOR

Unexpired term 
For two years
•ODELL, NEIL

For Norwich SCHOOL DIRECTOR
For two years
Vote for not more than ONE
•DAY, ANNE

For LISTER
For three years
Vote for not more than ONE
•BLACKLOW, RICHARD

For SELECTMAN
For three years
Vote for not more than ONE
•LUPIEN, SUZANNE

For SELECTMAN
For two years
Vote for not more than ONE

For GRAND JUROR
For one year
Vote for not more than ONE
•TUHUS, PAUL K.

For AGENT TO PROSECUTE &
DEFEND SUIT

For one year
Vote for not more than ONE

For CEMETERY COMMISSIONER
For five years
Vote for not more than ONE
•PARKER, ROBERT G.

For TRUSTEE OF PUBLIC FUNDS
For three years
Vote for not more than ONE
•LINDBERG, CHERYL A.

Candidates for Office • March 2, 2010
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Dan and Bunny Fraser

On October 26, 2009, Norwich lost one of its most influential citizens. Daniel Stewart
Fraser was born in Norwich in 1912 on Turnpike Road and lived on that road throughout
his long life. Dan and his wife, Eliza "Bunny" Fraser, were both graduates of Hanover High
School in 1932 and married in 1934. Dan worked as a clerk and deliveryman for Merrill’s
General Store from 1933 to 1955. When Leon Merrill retired, Dan and his coworker Whit
Hicks bought the store and renamed it “Dan & Whit’s General Store.” Whit retired in the
early 1970s and died in 1987. Dan became sole owner in 1972. Running the store demand-
ed working long hours. Most mornings he was at the store by 6:30 and often returned home
as late as 11:00 p.m.

Dan’s wife of 60 years, Bunny, predeceased him in 1994. She kept the books and worked
by his side to help make the store the thriving business it still is. It was truly a family con-
cern, as the Fraser and Hicks children also helped out. Dan and Bunny retired in 1992, leav-
ing the store in the very capable hands of their sons, George and Jack Fraser, assisted by the
third generation of Frasers.

In addition to his duties at the store, Dan found the time to serve Norwich in many offi-
cial capacities. He was at various times a volunteer fireman, fire warden, tree warden, tax col-
lector, and dog officer; for several years he was Town Constable. Bunny served the Town as
Librarian at the Norwich Public Library; she also took dictation over the phone at home
from Rob Fitzgerald, Town Clerk, and typed letters for him as well as serving as secretary of
the St. Barnabas Episcopal Church Guild. During this time, while creating and expanding
Dan & Whit’s and being involved in Town activities, they were also raising their five chil-
dren. Both Dan and Bunny were unofficial mentors to many of the Town’s youth who came
to work at the store; they also were responsible for many unrecorded acts of kindness to
townspeople. Being at the center of things in Town, they knew where the needs were, and
quietly took action.

This extraordinary involvement in the Town meant that nothing of consequence passed
without Dan and Bunny’s knowledge. With Dan’s dry sense of humor and great memory,
he had an immense fund of good stories to tell. Dan & Whit’s General Store stands today
to remind us all of their contribution to the wellbeing of the town of Norwich over the
course of their lives.




